
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the  
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 

Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 
 

7:00 PM 
Room 204 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#42-17  Request to authorize a contract(s) to aggregate the electricity load 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, BROUSAL-GLASER, LEARY AND NORTON 

requesting the City Council authorize the Administration to direct the appropriate City 
departments to research, develop, and participate in a contract or contracts to 
aggregate the electricity load of residents and businesses in the City of Newton, and 
for the other related services, independently, or in joint action with other 
municipalities, and authorize the Mayor to execute all documents to accomplish the 
same.  [02/13/17 @ 4:53 PM] 

 
The Public Facilities and Programs & Services Committees will meet jointly on the below item: 

Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#58-17 Authorize submittal of Lincoln Eliot statement of interest to the MSBA 

 SUPERINTENDENT FLEISHMAN requesting a vote of the City Council to 

complement the vote of the School Committee to authorize the Superintendent of 
Schools to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) they FY 17 
Statement of Interest no later than April 7, 2017 for the consideration of Lincoln-Eliot 
Elementary School as a major school Building project after Cabot Elementary School.  
[02-17-17 @ 9:29 AM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#57-17 Appropriate $400,000 for design of street improvements along Newtonville corridor 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate four hundred 

thousand dollars ($400,000) from Free Cash for the purpose of designing streetscape 
improvements to the Walnut Street/Newtonville corridor.  [02/27/17 @ 2:42 PM] 

 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#56-17 Request to increase the Public Works Department by one full-time position 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to add one full-time employee 

within the Public Works Department to manage all detail requests submitted to the 
Police Detail Coordinator.  [02/27/17 @ 2:42 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities, PS&T  and Finance Committees 

#59-17 Appropriate $350,000 for construction of a Parks & Recreation/Police building 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate three hundred fifty 
thousand dollars ($350,000) from Overlay Surplus for the purpose of funding the 
construction of a new combined Parks & Recreation and Police Department facility to 
be located at the Elliot Street DPW yard.  [02-17-17 @ 9:29 AM] 

 
Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees 

#257-12 Review of Fees, Civil Fines/Non-criminal Disposition in Chapter 17 of the ordinances 
RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil Fines/Non-
Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND PERMITS GENERALLY and 
Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in 
accordance with what is being charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 
§22F, accepted on July 9, 2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix 
reasonable fees for the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 
Finance Voted No Action Necessary 7-0 on 12/14/15 
PS&T Voted No Action Necessary 7-0 on 01/20/2016 
Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 on 02/08/2017 
 

#100-15 Discussion on pursuing municipal aggregation of energy purchasing 
 ALD. NORTON, SANGIOLO, LEARY, AND ALBRIGHT requesting that the Administration 

pursue municipal aggregation of energy purchasing with the goals of reducing and/or 
stabilizing electricity costs for resident, businesses and the City; and requiring the 
purchase of Class 1 RECs at some percentage above the level required by the 
Massachusetts Renewable Portfolio Standard.  [04/06/15 @ 9:12 AM] 

 

Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 
 
Public Hearing assigned for March 22, 2017 
#47-17 Petition for grant of location at Washington Street 
 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petition for a grant of location to install + 673 feet of conduit 

from Manhole #3383 approximately 43’ south of Walnut Street. [(Ward 2) 01/26/16 @ 
12:31 PM] 

  
Public Hearing Assigned for March 22, 2017 
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#48-17 Petition for grant of location at Washington Street 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY petition for a grant of location to install one hip guy at pole 
#447/94 approximately 180’+ east of Lowell Avenue [(Ward 2) 01/26/16 @ 12:31 PM] 
 

Public Hearing assigned for March 22, 2017 
#49-17 Petition for grant of location at Caldon Path 
 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petition for a grant of location to install + 39’ of conduit 

southerly to pole 359/12 (adjacent to 44 Caldon Path), headed in a southwesterly 
direction + 501’ to two proposed manholes. [(Ward 8) 02/06/16 @ 11:07 AM] 

 
Public Hearing assigned for March 22, 2017 
#50-17 Petition for grant of location at O’Rourke Path/Hanson Road/Callahan Path 
 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petition for a grant of location to install conduit westerly from 

pole 359/9 a distance of 24’+ in a southwesterly direction to one proposed manhole a 
distance of 466’+ continuing southwesterly 12’+ to a second proposed manhole in 
Callahan Path. [(Ward 8) 02/06/16 @ 11:02 AM] 

 

Public Hearing assigned for March 22, 2017 
#51-17 Petition for grant of location at Timson Path/Saw Mill Brook Parkway 
 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petition for a grant of location to install conduit westerly from 

pole 366/8 in Saw Mill Brook Parkway a distance of 430’+ in a northerly direction to a 
proposed manhole in front of 15 Timson Path continuing northeasterly to a second 
proposed manhole in front of 27 Timson Path. [(Ward 8) 02/06/16 @ 11:04 AM] 

 
Public Hearing assigned for March 22, 2017 
#52-17 Petition for a grant of location at Spiers Road/Shute Path 
 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petition for a grant of location to install 141’+ of conduit 

northwesterly from pole 371/16 on Spiers Road in a northwesterly direction to a 
proposed manhole in front of 147 Shute Path. [(Ward 8) 02/08/16 @ 2:55 PM] 

 
#36-17  Ordinance amendment to require peer review of wires communication attachments 

COUNCILOR CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND LAPPIN requesting an Ordinance, pursuant to 
Mass. General laws Chapter 166, Section 22 and Chapter 44, Section 53G, the 
adoption of which would enable the City Council to require peer review of grant of 
location petitions, including proposed wireless communications equipment 
attachments to poles or structures in the public way (and on public lands), at the 
petitioner’s expense, to assist the Council in deciding requested grants of location.   

 
#12-16  Discussion with the DPW regarding the City’s recycling and solid waste programs 

 COUNCILOR LEARY, NORTON, KALIS, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, AND CROSSLEY 

requesting an update from and discussion with the Department of Public Works and 
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the Solid Waste Commission on the current status of Newton’s solid waste 

management and recycling program operations and performance objectives, future 

goals and objectives, staffing, program challenges, and survey data due to be 

submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection.  [12/28/15 @ 8:44 AM] 

 
#5-17  Discussion with DPW regarding salt use for snow clearing operations 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of 

Public Works about City Policy that determines the use of salt on roadways during 
snow clearing operations, to understand how we might minimize the amount of salt 
used overall and consider eliminating the placement of salt barrels at certain locations 
throughout the City. [12/23/2016 @ 8:37 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 

#12-17  Request for updates on the Library Expansion Project 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from the 

Library Trustees and Library Director on the Library expansion project. [01/03/2017 @ 
3:55 PM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 
#13-17  Request for updates on the Archive Expansion Project 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from 

the City Clerk on the Archives expansion project. [01/03/2017 @ 3:56 PM] 

 
#200-15 Update on the strategic plan for street and sidewalk improvements 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting that the Department of Public Works provide an update on 

the creation of a strategic plan for the improvement of streets and sidewalks in the 
City.  [08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#387-16 Appropriate $250,000 for renovation of 1st Floor of the Ed Center 

 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend two 

hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) from the Override Capital Stabilization Fund 

for the purpose of renovating the space on the 1st floor of the Ed Center which has 

been vacated by the relocation of the Pre-K Program to the Aquinas site to house the 

Central High School Program, additional professional development meeting space, and 

general office space.  [10/31/16 @ 2:05 PM] 

 

#12-16  Discussion with the DPW regarding the City’s recycling and solid waste programs 
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 COUNCILOR LEARY, NORTON, KALIS, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, AND CROSSLEY 

requesting an update from and discussion with the Department of Public Works and 

the Solid Waste Commission on the current status of Newton’s solid waste 

management and recycling program operations and performance objectives, future 

goals and objectives, staffing, program challenges, and survey data due to be 

submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection.  [12/28/15 @ 8:44 AM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#385-16 Discussion about the Community Solar Share Program 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Administration and 

Public Buildings Department about the Community Solar Share Program, which 

intends to provide credits resulting from solar power generated at 70 Elliot Street to 

qualifying low income residents.  [10/26/16 @ 4:20 PM] 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#384-16 Appropriate $71,000 to build an observation deck on the greenway 

 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend seventy-

one thousand dollars ($71,000) from Free Cash for the purpose of construction an 

observation on the greenway walking corridor.  [10/31/16 @ 2:05 PM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 

#317-16 Discussion with Double Poles Working Group 
 COUNCILOR LAREDO requesting a discussion with the Double Poles Working Group to 

receive an update on the work of the group and the status of double poles. 
[07/11/2016 @ 12:44 PM] 

 
Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees 

#359-16 Submittal of the FY 2018 to FY 2021 Capital Improvement Plan 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the Fiscal Years 2018 to 2022 Capital 

Improvement Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/11/16 @ 
11:28 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#344-16 Discussion regarding oversight of all city/school buildings to improve efficiencies 
COUNCILOR LAPPIN requesting a discussion regarding the Public Buildings Department 
overseeing all public buildings, including School Department facilities, to improve 
efficiencies. [10/07/16 @ 10:47 AM] 
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Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#175-16 Authorization to enter into a settlement agreement with National Grid.  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization for the City to enter into a 
settlement agreement with Boston Gas Company d/b/a National Grid.  [04/25/16 @ 
6:52 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#141-15 Discussion on tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure 
 ALD. BROUSAL-GLASER, SANGIOLO, HESS-MAHAN, COTE, NORTON AND ALBRIGHT 

requesting a discussion with the Director of Urban Forestry, a representative of the 
Department of Public Works and a representative of the Law Department about 
tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure in Newton, new 
state statutes governing infrastructure repairs, coordination of increased repair work 
with city operations, the status of negotiations with National Grid to compensate for 
tree deaths resulting from gas leaks, and the possibility of creating a utilities working 
group to monitor progress on these and related issues.  [05/26/15 @ 2:52 PM] 

 
#206-16 Resolution requesting the administration hire a composting expert 
 COUNCILOR LEARY requesting a Resolution to the Mayor requesting that he consider 

hiring a composting expert: either a consultant, a composting operator, or the Mass 
DEP to review the Rumford Avenue Composting site.  [05/31/16 @ 4:52 PM] 

 
#207-16 Review of the management of the Rumford Avenue site 

COUNCILOR LEARY requesting the Executive Office and the Commissioner of Public 
Works review the management of the entire Rumford Avenue site with the input of 
the Solid Waste Commission and present their findings to the Public Facilities 
Committee within a 3 to 6 month timeframe.  [05/31/16 @ 4:52 PM] 

 
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Public Facilities Committees 
#208-16 Update on fire prevention at the compost operation at Rumford Avenue Landfill 

COUNCILOR LEARY requesting the Executive Office, the Fire Department, and the 
Department of Public Works provide an update on fire safety issues at the compost 
operation at the Rumford Avenue Landfill including details about who is currently 
managing the site for fires.  [05/31/16 @ 4:52 PM] 

 
#163-16 Request for discussion with DPW to consider amend Ordinance for street 
reconstruction 

COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, LAREDO & LAPPIN  requesting a discussion with the 
Commissioner of Public Works, to review city policy and/or ordinances governing 
repairs to city streets within a period of years after full reclamation and/or milling and 
repaving of said streets,  and to consider strengthening the requirements for repairs 
so as to protect the public investment in said streets.  
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Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#27-16 Updates from the Administration on the renovations at the Aquinas site 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES requesting that the 

School Department and/or Executive Department provide updates on removal of 
asbestos and other toxic materials that were identified at the Aquinas site, the scope 
and timing of window replacement in particular, and renovations that may be 
necessary to facilitate short and long-term plans for uses and operations at the site.  
[01/10/16 @ 1:14 PM] 

 
#26-16  Proposed amendments to Sec. 5-54 through 5-58 of the Ordinances 
 COUNCILOR CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, HARNEY AND SANGIOLO requesting revisions to 

Sections 5-54 through 5-58 of the City of Newton Ordinances to clarify the City 
Council’s role and decision-making process with respect to design review, funding, and 
budget oversight during the construction process of municipal capital building 
projects; in particular, to better align City Council decisions with typical steps in the 
design development process, and where applicable, with Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) and other state requirements.  [01/11/16 @ 4:53 PM] 

 
#313-15 Request for an update on the Second Water Meter Program 
 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update from the Department of Public Works on the 

second water meter program including: the progress of the inspection and 
programming of the approximately 900 new outdoor irrigation meters provided by the 
City to property owners that have yet to be inspected and/or programmed by the City; 
the process going forward for the issuance, inspection, programming and tracking of 
second meters; and the notification of residents who already had second meters 
regarding the process for registering their meters.  10/26/15 @ 7:15 PM] 

 
#237-15 Update on mitigation funds from Special Permits in Newton Centre 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, LAREDO, and SCHWARTZ requesting an update on funds accrued from 

voluntary contributions from Special Permits in Newton Centre, which can be made 
available to complete a safe pedestrian crossing at 714-724 Beacon Street via Special 
Permit Board Order #1-15 and conditions noted therein.  09/14/15 @ 10:40 AM] 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#223-15 Discussion on the process of licensing the use of city buildings 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current and future 

use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use of city buildings; 
(b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use of city buildings; (c) 
how the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how the current process 
compares to the process for permitting the use of school buildings.  [08/13/15 @ 
11:20 AM] 
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Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#201-15 Discussion regarding the condition of the Kennard Estate building 
 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Public Buildings, the 

Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and the Executive Department regarding the 
condition of the property located at 246 Dudley Road (Kennard Estate) and how much, 
if any, repairs and upgrades will be needed as the City relocates the Parks and 
Recreation Department to that location.  [09/01/15 @ 4:00 PM]. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#191-16 Funding to relocate the Zervas modulars to NSHS and Brown Middle School 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of five hundred 

thousand dollars ($500,000) to the Public Buildings Department for the purpose of 
funding the relocation modular classrooms from the Zervas Elementary School to 
Newton South High School and Brown Middle School from the following accounts:   

 
 Department Account Amount 
 Executive Office Full-time Salaries $40,000 
 Treasury  Debt Service (010772-582A48) $403,784 
 Treasury Debt Service (010772-582A49) $21,216 
 Financial Info Systems Full-time Salaries $35,000 

[05/09/16 @ 4:59 PM] 
 
#83-15 Discussion and update on energy items 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, GENTILE, & ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion and update from the 

Administration on the following energy related items:  status of municipal power 
purchasing contracts for gas and electricity; status of the Power Purchase Agreement 
including solar PV rooftop installations, power offset (cost benefit) to date and review 
of potential future projects; and an update on municipal energy consumption 
including the recent Green Communities report filed with the Department of Energy 
Resources.  [03/26/15 @ 9:19 AM] 

 

Referred to Public Facil, Programs & Serv, and Public Safety & Trans Committees 
#46-15 Discussion of parking options for school and municipal parking lots 
 ALD. JOHNSON & CICCONE, requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of 

Department of Public Works and the School Department to determine and discuss 
parking options including use of school properties based on the current municipal 
parking lot programs including the issuance of permits.  [02/11/15 @ 1:35 PM] 

 
#328-14 Review of double utility poles 
 ALD. ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, & LAREDO requesting a review of double poles in Newton 

including a random sampling of ten double poles on the north side and ten double 
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poles on the south side of Newton to determine which utility is holding up the 
removal of double poles. [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 

 
#189-14  Update on the Zervas School construction project 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Zervas Elementary 

School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 
#188-14 Update on the Cabot School construction project 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Cabot Elementary 

School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#119-14  Discussion with ISD on plans to address City non-compliance with ADA standards 
 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional Services 

Department to explain the development of short and long term plans to identify and 
correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc…that do not conform to American 
Disability Act (ADA) standards. The discussion should include information on how 
improvements will be incorporated into the Capital Improvement Plan or if less than 
$75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to correct ADA deficiencies. [03/12/14 @ 
4:18 PM] 

 
#131-13 Updates and discussion on the sewer, water and storm water systems 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER, SALVUCCI, JOHNSON, CICCONE requesting periodic updates 

and discussion, at the discretion of the members of the Public Facilities Committee or 
the Commissioner of Public Works, on the condition functioning, operations and 
management of all elements of the City sewer, water and storm water systems 
including the following: 

 Water meters 

 Implementation of the ten project area strategic plan to remove infiltration in 
the City sewer system 

 Implementation of the long range strategic plan to repair and replace City 
water mains, especially to correct for fire flow 

 Status of the City’s Private Inflow Removal Program to resolve and disconnect 
illegal storm water connections to the City sewer system 

 Current billing practices 

 Rates analyses needed to facilitate an informed comparison of billing options 
to include the following options either alone or in combination:  seasonal rates, 
second meters, tiered rates, frequency of billing, low income credits.   

 
Referred To Programs & Services And Public Facilities Committees 

#36-12 Inspection of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
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 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance to require 
inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections prior to 
settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines are 
functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to the city 
sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have to be 

repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 on 11/17/14 
 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation And Public Facilities Committees 
#413-11 Updates on the renovations to the City’s fire stations 
 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public Facilities and Public 

Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of renovations to the city’s fire 
stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
#367-09 Discussion on repair of underground streetlight connections 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law Department on 

how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose responsibility it is to repair the 
streetlight connection between the manhole and the base of the streetlight.  
[10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deborah J. Crossley, Chair 



 

Municipal Aggregation Overview 
Also known as “Community Electricity Aggregation” or “Community Choice Aggregation” 

Definition: A city or town contracts with an electricity supplier to provide electricity to any rate payer 

that is still on Basic Service supply with their electric utility (i.e. Eversource).  

Aggregation allows residents and small businesses to access the same benefits that large commercial 

accounts do by getting their own supplier. 

Electricity Background 
Every electricity bill has two charges: 

Delivery 

 

The wires and infrastructure 
that gets electricity to you. 

Eversource will always 
provide delivery. 
 
On the bill, there are many 
sub-categories that comprise 
“Delivery” 

Supply  The actual electricity. Eversource provides a supply 
called “Basic Service” by 
default, but anyone can 
choose their own supplier. 

 

 The vast majority of residents and small business accounts are still on “Basic Service” with 

Eversource 

 However, most large commercial accounts, including the city government’s accounts, already have 

chosen their own supplier 

 Benefits of selecting your own electricity supplier:  

o More competitive prices and potential cost savings  

o More price stability  

o Ability to purchase more renewable energy  

 Most residents and small business are too small individually to get competitive rates; but by joining 

together with municipal aggregation, they can achieve the scale necessary for competitive rates. 

Aggregations in Massachusetts 
 97 out of 351 municipalities participate in an aggregation  

o (~20 of those are in the Cape Light Compact) 

 An additional 26 aggregations are in process of state review or are recently approved  

 Largest active aggregations are City of Lowell, Fall River and New Bedford (88-108k populations) 

o Cambridge and Somerville will begin this summer 
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Aggregation Basics 
 MGL c.164 §134 – authorizing statute 

 Eversource will continue to distribute the electricity and maintain the wires and poles  

 Participants will continue to pay a single bill to Eversource 

 The aggregation will offer a default electricity supply rate, and it can offer optional rates 

(optional rates often may have more or less renewables in them) 

 Municipality contracts with a consultant to conduct most or all of the functions of the 

aggregation program, including brokering the electricity supply, as well as drafting the 

Aggregation Plan, achieving state regulatory approval, conducting public outreach and 

education, and monitoring the market. 

 Consultants work at-risk until program is operational; they are paid by the electricity supplier 

through a fee per kWh used in the program 

Steps to Implement Aggregation in Massachusetts 
1. City Council authorizes City to investigate aggregation and develop a plan 

2. Select a consultant 

3. Develop aggregation plan 

4. Provide opportunity for public review and comment  

5. Return to City Council for final decision on whether to implement aggregation 

6. Submit for plan to Dept. of Energy Resources for consultation 

7. Submit plan for approval by Dept. of Public Utilities 

8. Bid/contract for electricity supply (1-3 year terms) 

9. Conduct 30 day min. public education and awareness, including opt-out notice 

10. Launch program – electricity begins flowing at the new price 

a. Automatically enroll any rate payer that 1) is still on Basic Service and 2) has not already 

opted out  

b. Individuals can opt-out at any time without penalty and return to Basic Service 

Renewable Energy in Aggregations 
 Aggregation offers a powerful way for municipalities to leverage the buying power of their 

community to help build new, renewable generation on our grid 

 MAPC has pioneered a program for this, using a consultant selected through a MGL c.30B 

competitive process (a flyer is attached with MAPC’s program overview) 

o Include 5% more MA Class I renewable energy in the default electricity rate, on top of 

the 12% required by law 

o Goal is that the City still saves money compared to Basic Service 

 Melrose has just completed their first year of implementation and achieved savings 

 MAPC has recruited the following communities, who will implement programs this summer: 

o Somerville 

o Gloucester 

o Hamilton 

o Brookline 

o Winchester 

o Arlington 

o Sudbury 
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Community Electricity Aggregation (CEA), also known as municipal aggregation, allows cities and towns to 
secure stable, competitive electricity rates for their residents and businesses. These rate-payers receive all the 
benefits of a group-purchasing rate while retaining the right to leave the program at anytime without penalty. 

The Program
The Community Electricity Aggregation PLUS program, brought to you by the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC), makes it easy for municipalities to implement an aggregation program that will:

     1. Provide stable, competitive electricity rates for residents and businesses; and,
     2. Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by adding more renewable energy to the New England grid.
The CEA PLUS program offers MAPC municipalities access to an aggregation consultant, Good Energy, who 
has been competitively procured through a rigorous price- and qualifications- based Request for Proposals 
process. Good Energy will manage the entire implementation process.

The Benefits

 COMMUNITY ELECTRICITY
AGGREGATION    

Secure Competitive Prices
CEA allows your community to purchase electricity 
when the market is favorable. Utilities cannot. Good 
Energy brings industry leading expertise so you can 
strike at the best time.

Good Energy also offers the opportunity to bid with 
large groups of municipalities, potentially driving even 
better pricing.

Ensure Price Stability
Whereas utility prices change every 6 months, Good 
Energy can help you to contract for a year or more to 
provide price assurance and avoid winter price spikes. 

Price assurance and stability are particularly helpful to 
residents on a fixed income and to everyone keeping 
a household budget.

Help Grow Local Renewable Energy

With CEA PLUS, your community can purchase more new, local renewable energy than utilities are required to. 
This is one of the best ways to spur additional renewable energy in our region, and Good Energy can help you 
to do it without sacrificing the financial benefits of aggregation.

Competitive Pricing, Price Stability   PLUS   Local Renewable Generation 
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How to Implement the Program
Through MAPC’s Community Electricity Aggregation PLUS program, Good Energy will guide your 
community step-by-step through the entire implementation process, which includes:

• Authorizing Aggregation by 
City Council or Town Meeting

• Creating the Aggregation Plan

• Securing Regulatory Approval 
for the Aggregation Plan

• Procuring Electricity &  
Renewable Energy

• Performing Public Education, 
Enrollment, and Opt-Out

• Managing the Program on  
an Ongoing Basis

MAPC provides a pre-vetted agreement for each municipality to use with Good Energy.

Help Build New, Local Renewable Energy
Your aggregation can help to add new local renewable generation to the grid while securing competitive rates 
and price stability at the same time! Through MAPC’s Community Electricity Aggregation PLUS program, 
Good Energy will help you purchase more new, local renewable energy than the State minimum while keeping 
it affordable. And, when magnified across the entire aggregation, even a small amount can have a massive im-
pact! Melrose, Dedham, and others have already implemented programs with additional new, local renewables, 
and their rates are still expected to beat the utilities’ this year. 

Through the CEA PLUS program, municipalities also have access to two leading renewable energy firms:

Sustainable Energy Advantage
Good Energy has partnered with Sustainable Ener-
gy Advantage (SEA), a Natick-based renewable en-
ergy consultancy. SEA will assist each community to 
identify the best sources of renewable energy to cost-
effectively meet their objectives.

Mass Energy Consumer’s Alliance
Mass Energy is a not-for-profit renewable energy 
supplier that buys primarily from projects located 
in MA. Good Energy can help you include renewable 
energy from their projects to give you an even more 
local impact.

To get started, organize a meeting with MAPC, Good Energy, and your key stakeholders. We’ll discuss:

• How to officially subscribe to the Community Electricity Aggregation PLUS program 
• The financial and clean energy impacts of your aggregation
• Implementation timelines and next steps!

Contact Patrick Roche at proche@mapc.org or 617-933-0790 to get started!

 Get Started Today and Join the MAPC Community 
Electricity Aggregation              Program!
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